USMC CITIZENSHIP PROGRAM

REFERENCES:  (a)  8 U.S.C. 1439 and 1440



      (b) Figure 14-1, Chap 14, MCO P5800.16, LEGADMINMAN

RESOURCES:  U.S. Marine Corps legal assistance program, located aboard Marine Corps installations worldwide.  A complete description of the program is provided at reference (b).

PURPOSE:  To provide direct assistance and legal support to the approximately 7000 active duty Marines who are not United States citizens, but wish to apply for U.S. citizenship.  This lack of citizenship can impact security clearances, MOS eligibility, and other personal and professional interests.  

GENERAL CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR MARINES:

· Serve honorably for one year in an active or reserve status of the U.S. Armed Forces; or

· Executive Order of 3 July 2002 provided active duty military members with immediate eligibility for citizenship with 1 day’s service during time of hostilities. Time of hostilities defined as beginning 11 September 2001 with no end date established (as of August 2004).

· Complete and submit appropriate forms (through the local USMC legal assistance office) to a single dedicated office within the Department of Homeland Security, Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS).

· Pay application fee of $390 (WAIVED EFFECTIVE 10/04)

· Pass US civics test and interview with CIS representative.

· Take Oath of Allegiance to United States

PROGRAM STATISTICS:

· Average processing time is about 6 months.
· USMC averages 900 applications per year.
· Overseas interview, oath and application support from CIS will be available 10/04 in limited areas
CONCLUSION:   Your local USMC legal assistance office has all of the forms, information and support necessary for your Marines to submit an application for citizenship.   The legal assistance office will even mail and track the package for the Marine.
