USMC FAMILY SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS

REFERENCES:  (a)  MCO P5800.16A (LEGADMINMAN), Chapter 15

RESOURCES:  U.S. Marine Corps legal assistance program and SJAs located aboard Marine Corps installations worldwide.

PURPOSE:  USMC support guidelines were extensively revised in 2004.  The reference requires Marines to provide adequate and continuous support for their spouses and children and to comply with the terms of written support agreements and court orders.  Failure to follow support orders given by Commanding Officers can result in adverse administrative or disciplinary action.
APPLICATIONS:

· The actual application of the USMC support standards does not begin until an actual complaint for non-support has been made to the Battalion Commanding Officer.

· Upon a complaint for non-support, commands must first determine whether a written support agreement or court order exists.  If it does, the document determines the Marine’s support requirements, and the commander should order its enforcement.

· Upon a complaint of non-support, and absent a written support agreement or court order, the Commanding Officer must follow the support requirements of the reference, which consider the income and the number of family members supported by the Marine.

· The Battalion Commander may authorize waivers of support only in 4 situations identified in the reference.   The Commanding General is no longer involved in the support waiver process.

· The Judge Advocate Division of HQMC has posted an automated support calculator to assist in the determination of the required amount of support.  This support calculator is located at http://sja.hqmc.usmc.mil/jal/JAL.htm.

CONCLUSION:   The Marine Corps family support regulations are intended to be fair to both the Marine and the family.  However, the Marine should be referred to legal assistance for direct support from a judge advocate.  Command questions should be directed to the SJA.   

