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Subj: NEW U.S. POLICY ON LANDMINES 
 
BACKGROUND.  To provide information on the Certain Conventional Weapons 
Convention, Ottawa Convention, new U.S. landmine policy, and impact on the USMC.   
 
DISCUSSION. 
− CCW.  1996 Amended Protocol II (“Mines Protocol”) of the Convention for 

Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW): 
− Scope expanded to internal armed conflict. 
− All antipersonnel mines (APMs) must be detectable (available technology). 
− Remotely delivered APMs must be “smart” (self-destruct/self-deactivate). 
− Non-remotely delivered APMs may be “dumb” (persistent) if marked & 

monitored area.  U.S. policy prohibits dumb APMs except training & Korea. 
− M18 Claymore authorized if command detonated or trip wire not exceeding 72 

hours while monitored and in proximity of emplacing military unit. 
− 1998 US destroyed all dumb APMs, but for Korea, training, & “mixed” 

(combination of anti-vehicle mine (AVM) and APM). 
− US Senate ratified, POTUS signed May 1999. 

− Ottawa Convention.  1997 “Mine Ban Treaty” prohibits use, stockpiling, 
production, or transfer of all APMs.  Parties must destroy stockpiles within 
4 years and all controlled (in soil) APMs within 10 years.   
− Does not include AVM or AVM with anti-handling device (AHD). 
− Entered into force March 1999; by Feb 2004, 141 nations ratified/acceded 

(9 others are signatories).  Majority from Europe/Africa/Latin America. 
− US, Russia, China, Pakistan, & India are not signatories.  US position: 

protect forces in Korea; retain mixed munitions; transition upon developed 
alternatives to APMs; and, retain customary international law right to 
withdraw from treaty if fundamental change in circumstances. 

− President Clinton pledged to sign by 2006 if successful in “identifying 
and fielding suitable alternatives” to APMs and mixed mines.  

− New US Policy.  2004 US committed to eliminate from its arsenal persistent 
(dumb) mines of all types (APMs and AVMs).  This policy will exceed all 
previous mine conventions in its protection of civilians and US forces. 
− US continue to develop and employ (smart) APMs and AVMs. 
− Within 1 year US to eliminate from its arsenal any non-detectable mine. 
− Within 2 years US begins destruction of persistent (dumb) mines in Korea. 
− Until 2010 persistent APMs only stockpiled for use in Korea; and, 

persistent AVMs used outside Korea only if POTUS authorized.  
− After 2010 US will not employ any type of persistent landmine. 
− Demining funding increased by 50% to $70 million/yr.  Most of any country. 

−   USMC Equity.  Marine Corp inventory is approximately 720,000 mines. 
− The new US mine policy will not impact the following USMC mines: 

  -  M692/731 Area Denial Anti-personnel Mine (ADAM) is a smart APM. 
  -  M718/741 Remote Anti-armor Munition (RAAM) is a smart AVM. 
  -  CBU-78 “Gator” (USMC’s only air delivered mine) is a smart mixed.  

-  The new US mine policy will impact the following USMC mines: 
  -  M15/19/21 AVMs are not self-destructing/deactivating. 
  -  M16/18 APMs are not self-destructing/deactivating.  However, the M18 
     claymore is still authorized (as above) by being employed in a   
     manner consistent with a self-destructing/deactivating (smart) mine. 

 
RECOMMENDATION.  None.  For information only on the new US policy on landmines.  
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