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23 May 04

From:  Staff Judge Advocate, 1st FSSG, Camp Pendleton, California

To:    Commandant of the Marine Corps (JAS)

Subj:  NOMINATION OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL VAUGHN A. ARY, U.S.

       MARINE CORPS, FOR AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (ABA)

       STANDING COMMITTEE ON ARMED FORCES LAW (SCAFL)
       OUTSTANDING MILITARY SERVICE CAREER JUDGE ADVOCATE AWARD

1.  It is with great pleasure that I nominate Lieutenant Colonel Vaughn A. Ary, U. S. Marine Corps, for the Outstanding Military Service Career Judge Advocate Award for 2004.  I have verified his credentials and qualification to receive this award.

2.  The following biographical information is provided:

a. Nominee’s Name:  Vaughn A. Ary.

b. Age and Date of Birth: 40; 3 September 1963.

c. Years of Military Practice: 16.

d. Rank/Grade: Lieutenant Colonel (0-5).

e. Service: U. S. Marine Corps.

f. Present Duty Assignment:  Assumes Command of Second Recruit Training Battalion, Recruit Training Regiment, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego on 10 June 2004. 

g. Previous Duty Assignments: 

Aug 01-May 04  Staff Judge Advocate, 1st Force Service Support Group.

Jun 00-Aug 01 Officer in Charge, Legal Service Support Team E, Legal Service Support Section, 1st FSSG.

Jul 98-Jun 00 Officer in Charge, Legal Service Support Team D, LSSS, 1st FSSG.  

Aug 97-Jun 98 Marine Corps Command and Staff College. 

Jul 96-Aug 97 Chairman’s Legal Office, Joint Staff.

Aug 94-Jun 96 Head, Law of Armed Conflict Branch, Navy JAG International Law Division (Code 10).

Aug 93-Jul 94 Student, George Washington University

Jul 91-Jul 93 Deputy SJA MARFORLANT. 

Nov 90–Apr 91 Plans Officer, G-3, 1st Force Service Support Group (Desert Shield and Desert Storm while still assigned to Okinawa). 

1989-1991 Trial Counsel, Defense Counsel, Legal Assistance Counsel, LSSS, and Operations Officer, CSSD- 35, 3rd Force Service Support Group, Okinawa, Japan  

h. Civilian and Professional Military Education: 

1998 Marine Corps Command and Staff College. 
1994 George Washington University, L.L.M. in International Law. 
1988 Naval Justice School
1988 The Marine Corps Basic School (Officer Course). 
1987 Oklahoma University, J.D.
1984 University of Northwestern Oklahoma State University, B.A. Economics, History.  

i. Bar and Professional Organization Membership: Member of the Bar of the State of Oklahoma. 

j. Military Awards: Defense Meritorious Service Medal; Meritorious Service Medal with 3 gold stars; Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Presidential Unit Citation, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Navy Unit Commendation, Meritorious Unit Commendation, National Defense Service Medal (2), Humanitarian Service Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal (2), Kuwaiti Liberation Medal (Kuwait, Saudi Arabia); Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals, Korean Defense Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (3).

3. Demonstrated Excellence in Service to the Legal Profession. 

    A. Lieutenant Colonel Ary’s contribution to the legal community, the Marine Corps, and the Department of Defense over 16 years of service has been immense.  His piercing intellect is well complemented by a voracious appetite for hard work, and as a result, Lieutenant Colonel Ary has made a far reaching and lasting positive impact at each command in which he has served.

    B. His service has spanned the spectrum of peacetime and wartime operational and legal assignments, to include assignments at the Joint Staff and the Department of the Navy in Washington D.C., to the deployed environment in the Persian Gulf during wartime in Operation Desert Storm and Operations Iraqi Freedom I and II.  LtCol Ary began his Marine Corps career with an assignment at 1st FSSG in Okinawa, Japan.  During this assignment, he served as a legal assistance attorney, prosecutor and defense counsel at the Legal Services Support Section, as well as in a variety of operational billets, including a deployment to Korea, two deployments to the Republic of the Philippines in 1989 and 1990, and as the Operations Officer, Combat Service Support Detachment 35 in the Philippines in which he lead an earthquake rescue operation in July 1990.  During the tour in Okinawa, Captain Ary deployed in support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm and worked primarily on logistical support for enemy prisoner of was operations.  He drafted the Marine Forces, Central Command Operation Plan for Enemy Prisoner of War Operations for Desert Shield/Storm, detailing down to the minute level food, transportation and handover procedures from the capturing units to the turnover to the Army theater camps. 

    C. Lieutenant Colonel Ary’s next served as the Deputy SJA of U. S. Marine Forces Atlantic in Norfolk, Virginia.  As the Deputy SJA for MARFORLANT, he was responsible for providing legal input to the operational planning process for Marine Corps operations and exercises within the command’s geographic area of responsibility.  He provided legal advice on logistics, fiscal law, deployment contracting, the law of war and claims issues.  His legal advice and operational experience was a critical element of modernizing many Marine Corps doctrinal publications covering techniques, tactics and procedures and facilitating the successful implementation, funding and execution of the MARFORLANT exercise program.

    D. Lieutenant Colonel Ary then was competitively selected for, and attended George Washington University where he earned a Master of Laws in International and Comparative Law.  His follow-on assignment was at the Pentagon to serve as the Head of the Law of Armed Conflict Branch in the Office of the Judge Advocate General, Department of the Navy, handling issues such as arms control and the conventions on land warfare.  This billet provided a natural progression for transfer to serve as the Deputy Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff where Lieutenant Colonel Ary was responsible for providing legal advice on the Law of War, arms control, counter-drug operations and counter-terrorism.  He drafted the DoD Aircraft Piracy Order and was a member of the negotiating team representing U.S. interests in developing a framework for the United Nations Convention for Suppression of Terrorism Bombings, now a Treaty.  His insightful legal analysis and concise and thorough written product vastly enhanced the formulation of international plans and policy within the Departments of Defense and Navy, and the Marine Corps.  

    E. After studying at the Marine Corps Command and Staff College for academic year 1997-98 and earning a Masters of Military Studies degree, Lieutenant Colonel Ary transferred to the 1st Force Service Support Group and was assigned as the Officer in Charge, Legal Services Support Team Delta, followed by a similar assignment with Team Echo two years later.  These two Trial Services Teams are responsible for trying the general and special courts-martial for the commands aboard Camp Pendleton.  During this three-year period, Lieutenant Colonel Ary lead trial teams of between 7 and 14 lawyers to try approximately 893 general and special courts-martial.  He additionally, almost single handedly, orchestrated a new court house building at Camp Pendleton that involved identifying a dilapidated barracks, developing a rehabilitation plan, shepherding a proposal through the daunting process associated with construction, gaining funding for, and seeing the construction process through until there was a new state of the art court house.  The magnitude of this accomplishment is illustrated best by the fact that 5 previous documented attempts to fund and construct a new court house at Camp Pendleton over the last decade had failed.

    F. In the most recent three years, Lieutenant Colonel Ary has served as the 1st FSSG SJA, providing legal advice across the spectrum of legal issues from command authority, law of land warfare, enemy prisoners of war, displaced civilians, military justice and administrative investigations.  He deployed to both Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 1 and 2, supporting the Commanding General and subordinate commanders in the entire planning process, including defining the proper command authorities in a new task organized command structure for combat operations, re-designating functional battalion commanders for forward and rear units, and developing the concept, requesting, and then receiving general court-martial convening authority from the Secretary of the Navy for the newly designated 1st FSSG (Rear).  This allowed the Commanding General to go forward retaining his own GCM convening authority over a wartime strength of 14,500 personnel, thus facilitating the administration of good order and discipline both forward and rear.  Lieutenant Colonel Ary provided input into the development of OIF rules of engagement (ROE) that was subsequently incorporated into the final approved rules, and he trained all 1st FSSG personnel on the OIF ROE.  During the conflict, he provided critical advice on enemy POW issues, displaced civilians, and investigative assistance into allegations of enemy law of war violations.  As combat operations began to wind down and stabilization operations commenced, he was instrumental in providing the requisite legal support down to the battalion level commanders that was essential for operations.        

4.  Service to the Community:  
 
    A. Lieutenant Colonel Ary has held billets at each level of the U.S. military chain of command, serving as a dedicated proponent for the military community.  Even when assigned to subordinate commands, he has never let the close fight keep him from thinking like the SJA of senior commands or the SJA to CMC.  Widely considered by seniors, peers, and subordinates as our best and brightest judge advocate, he has made selflessness, dedication to duty, attention to the welfare of the institution, and concern for Marines his trademarks. 

    B. His publications include, Concluding Hostilities: Humanitarian Provisions in Cease-Fire Agreements, 148 Military Law Review 186 (Spring 1995), Accounting for Prisoners of War: A Legal Review of the United States Armed Forces Identification and Reporting Procedures, The Army Lawyer (August 1994), and CSSD 35, A Disaster Relief Force in Readiness, The Marine Corps Gazette (October 1990). 
    C. Lieutenant Colonel Ary is also a lifetime member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars organization and is active in contributing to the history and traditions of its membership through fund drives and outreach education programs aimed at educating younger generations.

    D. Lieutenant Colonel Ary’s contribution as a mentor to the young judge advocates in the Marine Corps legal community is probably the most meaningful contribution of all.  His leadership by example and genuine concern for others is inspiring.  He possesses a rare combination of technical capability to the most intricate detail and an ability to keep the big picture in mind, working to bring the two together into a professional product.

5.  Throughout his career in the Marine Corps, Lieutenant Colonel Ary has cemented his professional reputation as that rare eminently qualified Marine Officer, enormously talented as a judge advocate, logistician, advocate for the military commander and legal community, and leader of Marines.  For any further information, please call me at (760) 725-5277/0106 or Email to simmonsgl@1stfssg.usmc.mil. 







G. L. SIMMONS
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