General Program Information
Q: What is the Law Education Program?
A: In meeting the needs of the Navy and Marine Corps for judge advocates, it is the Department of the Navy’s policy to use the Law Education Program (LEP) to attract career oriented commissioned officers, distributed amongst year groups, to serve as judge advocates by providing an opportunity to obtain a legal education. The LEP is comprised of two sub programs. The first is the Funded Law Education Program (FLEP). FLEP pays for your law school, gives you a book stipend, and you retain all pay and allowances while attending law school. The second program is the Excess Leave Program (ELP). ELP provides an opportunity for select officers to obtain a legal education at their own expense in a "leave without pay" status. You are paid for all the days that you are not in class, to include weekends and holidays.

Q: What is the Marine Corps order governing the LEP?
A: MCO P5800.16, the Marine Corps Legal Admin Manual, Chapter 19

Q: How do I apply for the program?
A: MCO P5800.16 gives all necessary details.

Q: When should I apply for FLEP/ELP? Can I apply for both at the same time?
A: Marine Corps bulletin 1560 is released during the first week of January, announcing the convening dates for the LEP board and the application deadlines. If you are interested in attending law school, get your package together and apply as soon as possible. FLEP/ELP are extremely competitive programs and you should take every shot that you can get. If you are not accepted the first time around, try again. You may submit a package to apply for both programs at the same time.  Remember to keep in mind that for FLEP you may have no more than six years time in service when your law education begins. For ELP the time in service limitation is eight years of commissioned service.

Q: Must I be accepted into a law school to apply for either FLEP/ELP?
A: Acceptances are not required at the time of application. If you have already been accepted into a school, include it in your package. Also, forward to the board any acceptances received after submission of your package.

Q: What are the limitations on schools that I can attend?
A: All schools must be certified by the American Bar Association (ABA). If you are applying for FLEP, keep in mind the fact that the board has a limited budget so the tuition for the school should not exceed $10,000.  There are also a few schools that, regardless of the tuition rate, may not receive DoD funds. As of May 1999 these schools are American University, Hamline University, Ohio Northern University, University of Oregon, Williamette University, and St Mary’s University. If you are applying for ELP, the only requirement is that the school be ABA certified. There are no tuition or school limitations since the Marine will be paying the tuition.

Q: How many people apply for the programs? How many seats are available?
A: The number of applicant for the programs vary from year to year. There is no way to determine how many applicants will apply for the number of seats available. Normally there are four seats per year for FLEP and six to eight seats per year for ELP. Both programs are intensely competitive.

Q: What is the most important factor in being selected for FLEP/ELP? Will a weak LSAT score or GPA hurt my chances?
A: Without a doubt, the most important factor considered by the board is an officer’s record. Academic performance to include undergraduate grade point average and LSAT scores are also important factors, but the predominant factor is your record of performance.

Q: Whom should I contact with questions concerning my package and the LEP?
A: The special education officer at HQMC (MMOA-5) coordinates the board and receives all packages. HQMC (JAS) is the point of contact for questions on the program in general.

Q: What additional service obligations do I incur if I am accepted into the program?
A: For the FLEP, there is a two year service obligation for each year of study; a total obligation of six years for a three year legal education. In the case of ELP, there is a one year service obligation for each year of study; a total of three years for a three year legal education. These obligations will be added to any additional service obligations an officer owes upon entering the program.

Q: When does my commitment start?
A: Your commitment begins upon conferral of a law degree.

Q: Can I get a waiver for the time in service limitations for FLEP/ELP?
A: No. The criteria are established in Section 2004 of the Title 10, U.S. Code. The time in service limitation for FLEP is six years and for ELP the time in service limitation is eight years of commissioned service.

Q: Besides going to school, what are my other requirements? 
A: As a student in the FLEP program your sole responsibility during the academic year is to perform well in law school. As an ELP student, you may be tasked by the command to which you are attached. However, as with the FLEP, your primary responsibility is in the classroom. As a participant in either program, you will be assigned summer duty as described below.

Q: Will I have to work at the local unit where I am attached?
A: For FLEP the answer is no. For ELP, the answer is probably not. Your primary duty is to do well at school. Most commands understand the time constraints and tough academic schedules maintained by law students.

Q: Does someone have to approve my course selections?
A: HQMC will approve all course selections, but this is an informal process. Before the beginning of each semester, students confer with JAS on their course selection. JAS ensures that the classes students are taking will benefit them in fulfilling their duties as a Judge Advocate.

Q: What courses should I take ?
A: Students confer with JAS each semester prior to course selection. The courses required by your law school serve as a solid foundation in the development of your legal skills. In addition, substantive study in criminal law, criminal procedure, and family law are recommended.

Q: When and where do I take the Bar, and who pays for it?
A: During the summer following your graduation from law school you will take the Bar examination in the state of your choice. The review course is not mandatory but is highly encouraged. You initially pay for the exam and the review course and you will be reimbursed up to an amount of $1500.00.

Q: What about extras like journals, moot court and extern-ships?
A: Highly encouraged and supported. JAS will work with you on summer duty dates so that you may pursue academic interests developed during the school year i.e. law review.

Q: What can I expect during summer training?
A: You will be sent for a period of between 30 and 60 days TAD to a major Marine Corps installation. During this time, you will be exposed to prosecution, defense, civil law, and legal assistance. Use this time wisely by doing as much as possible (especially in the court room). It is free experience.

Q: May I only apply to state schools?
A: Because of budget constraints, FLEP candidates should attend law schools with annual tuition less than $10,000. This will rule out many private law schools for FLEP candidates. Don’t rule out any state schools just because you are not a resident. As active duty military, many schools will give you in state tuition rates even if you are not from that state, making the $10,000 limit very practical for many good schools. This varies from state to state so you will have to check with the schools you are interested in to see what you must do to qualify for in-state tuition. ELP candidates have no limitations on the amount of tuition they may pay in order to enter the program.

Q: Is my military background a good selling point to prospective schools?
A: Definitely! Most schools will eagerly pursue candidates with military experience as you add diversity to the student body. 

Q: What if I am not selected for FLEP or ELP? Can I still go to law school?
A: When you apply to schools, make sure they understand how FLEP/ELP works. You may want to ask ahead of time if they will defer your admission to the following year just in case you are not accepted into the program in that particular year so that you may try again. 

Q: Must I apply to a school which is near a Marine Corps Base or some other major military installation?
A: No. Choose your location based upon the school you want to attend that meets the programs qualifying requirements. Having the commissary, medical/dental, gym, etc within easy reach of your school can make your time in law school a bit easier, particularly if you have a family. Get a defense installations guide and go onto the U.S. News "Rank the Law Schools" web site and see what schools are close to major military installations.

Q: Can I stay in government quarters during law school?
A: With FLEP, you will be eligible to receive government quarters or live out in town, as you retain full pay and allowances. This is not the case with ELP. Past experience has shown that even when space is available it can be difficult, though not impossible, to obtain government quarters. Your status in ELP places you in a low priority group in the allocation of base housing.

Q: Do I retain medical coverage?
A: You and your family retain full medical coverage in both programs. While you retain coverage, accessibility can be a problem in areas without a military instillation close to where you live. You may want to check the area near the law school you plan to attend for its’ proximity to a military installation.

Q: What about time in service and promotion?
A: Time in service and promotion continue at the normal rate

Q: What are the requirements for the PFT? Rifle and Pistol? PME?
A: The PFT must still be taken on a semi-annual basis and your PME requirements remain the same. However, the rifle and pistol requirements are waived.

Q: Who takes care of me administratively?
A: The Marine unit to which you are attached takes care of all administrative functions.

Q: If I’m interested in the program, who would be the best source of information to find out what being a Judge Advocate is really like?
A: For starters, talk to a Judge Advocate at your command and determine if it is something you would like to do. Ask all the questions you have about being a Judge Advocate and for any insights they may have about law school. JAS has good information and they can provide you with names of current FLEP and ELP students who will be happy to answer your questions.

ELP Specific
Q: If I start in ELP, can I apply to FLEP later?
A: Yes, but only if you still meet the time in service limitations, less than six years time in service.

Q: Can I take leave while I am in Law School?
A: If you are in the ELP, you may take leave during scheduled periods of active duty, normally weekends, holidays and summer training.

Q: How much does an ELP Marine get paid per month?
A: ELP students are entitled to pay and allowances at the daily rate of one thirtieth of a months pay and allowances. You are paid for all the days that you are not in school; this includes weekends, holidays, and other administrative school events. The student must file the appropriate paperwork with the command providing administrative support in order to receive payment. Depending on your schedule, a first year law student can expect to be paid from 8-10 days per month. 

Q: May I use the G.I. Bill while I am in law school?
A: Yes. If you are attending law school through ELP, you may use what you are entitled to through the G.I. Bill.

Q: May I work on pay status assignment days at another job?
A: Many law schools limit the hours of outside employment first year students may work. Additionally, LEP students shall not engage in outside employment unless specifically authorized by CMC. Requests from ELP students are normally approved as long as they are in accordance with MCO 5330.3D and your local command concurs.

Q: If I set my schedule up with more than just Saturdays and Sundays off, can I be placed in pay status assignments on those days?
A: Yes, but this must be worked out with the unit to which you are attached. 

Q: Are you on reserve status or active duty while in ELP?
A: You are on active duty, but are not receiving pay because you are spending the majority of your time in school. Every day you are not in school, you are in a "pay status" and will be paid.
FLEP Specific
Q: Who do I report to while attending law school under FLEP?
A: Contact JAS from time to time, especially if you have any updates for their database. For the purposes of fitness reports, your reporting senior is the Branch Head, Judge Advocate Support, HQMC (JA). Additionally, periodically check in with the unit to which you are attached. They are there to support you.

Q: Once I’m in law school, how much paperwork and lead time is involved in processing my tuition?
A: The LEP order has sample letters that must be sent each semester to your law school’s office of financial aid. This may take as long as four months in some cases. Allow for plenty of time prior to the payment due date in order to avoid problems with your law school.
